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After loading the excavator, lower the bucket to the trailer bed. Stop the
engine and remove the key. 

Secure the excavator to the trailer bed by:

¥ Blocking the front and rear of the tracks.

¥ Fastening holddown chains to the front corners of the blade and to the
tiedown loop at the rear of the track frame.

¥ Using chain binders to tighten the chains and then secure the chain binder
handles.

To drive off the trailer, block the wheels of the tow vehicle. . .  and remove
the tie down chains.   Enter the excavator. . .  fasten your seat belt. . .  lock the
control console in the operating position. . . start the engine. . . unlock the
house. . .  raise the boom until the bucket is about 12 inches or 300 mm off
the deck. . . and rotate the house 180 degrees. Now raise the blade.

Pull the steering levers slowly toward you to begin driving off the ramp Ð Ð
remember, you will be traveling in reverse because the blade is facing in the
opposite direction. When the center of the length of the tracks extends over
the edge of the trailer bed, the excavator will drop down. When you have
cleared the trailer, reposition the house so the boom is over the blade.

When towing, always observe any motor vehicle laws and use a transport and
towing vehicle of adequate length and capacity.

Operating Safely Operating from a hard level surface provides good stability and makes it easi-
er to dig a level hole. Use the blade to level your work area, and lower the
blade into the ground to help stabilize the excavator.

Never start moving the boom or house until you are sure that no one is in your
path. Look behind, to the sides, and to the front so that you know where
everyone is. Use your horn to alert bystanders before you move the excavator.
Never lift, swing or move a load over anyone. Material could fall from the
bucket causing serious injury or death to a bystander. 

When loading spoil into a truck, make sure you know where everyone in the
loading area is located. Do not begin loading until the driver is clear of truck
and a safe distance from loading area. 

To load, fill the bucket and begin raising the boom and extending the dipper
as you rotate toward the bed of the truck. Load the truck from front center to
rear center to avoid overloading the rear axles. 

Never move the house or boom without looking in all directions first. As the
operator, it is your responsibility to be aware of any persons or objects that
might be in the path of the boom, bucket, and various pinch points.



GROUP EXERCISE TWO
Worksheet 2 (continued)

5. It is safe to stand up and lean out the front or leave a compact excava-
tor with the engine running.

True or False

6. It is safe to stand on the ground or outside the cab and operate the 
excavatorÕs controls.

True or False

7. When we talk about house Òslew,Ó we are referring to the fact that the
boom can swing independent of the house.

True or False

8. When excavating, should you keep the spoil as close to the excavation 
as possible?

If YES, Why? If NO, Why Not?

9. Sometimes it is O.K. to drive the excavator with the seatbelt unfas-
tened; for instance, when you are driving onto a trailer because you 
will only be in the cab a few minutes.

True or False

10. If you rotate the house 180¡ so the blade is behind you and push the 
steering levers forward, the excavator will travel in the direction of 
the blade?

True or False
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End of Review/Discussion
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GROUP EXERCISE TWO
Worksheet 3

Problem Use the chart to determine the rated lift capacity of the excavator with the 
following conditions:

¥ radius equals 98.4 in. or 2500 mm 
¥ lift point height is 39.4 in. or 1000 mm
¥ blade is down
¥ load was lifted with the front of the house facing the same direc-

tion as the blade.
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